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of which such men work. The real secret of the
attraction which wealth has for those who create
it lies in the fact that wealth is simply a form of
power. These men are made conscious by expe-
rience, as less gifted men are not, that they can, by
the exercise of their own mental energies, add
indefinitely to the wealth-producing forces of the
community. They feel the machine respond to
their own exceptional management of it; they see
the output of wealth varied and multiplied at their
will ; and thus the results of their specialised power
as producers are neither more nor less than this
same internal power converted into an external, an
indeterminate and universalised form; and the
reason why they will never produce wealth merely
in order to be deprived of it is that no one will
exercise power merely in order to lose it, and allow
it to pass into the hands of other people. These
men, as experience, especially in America, shows
us, are constantly willing to use this power for the
benefit of their kind generally; but this is no
more a sign that they would be willing to allow it
to be forcibly taken from them than the fact that
a man is willing to give a shilling to a beggar in
the street is a sign that he would allow the beggar
to steal it out of his waistcoat-pocket.

So long as differences in personal power exist,
especially in such power as affects the material
circumstances of mankind, these differences in
power, let governments take what form they please,
will necessarily assert and embody themselves in